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L’infinito in Leibniz. Problemi e terminologia 
Das Unendliche bei Leibniz. Probleme und Terminologie 
Simposio Internazionale, November 6-8, 1986, Rome 
By Antonio Lamarra 
Lessico Intellettuale Europe0 (CNR-Rome), Villa Mirajori, Via Nomentana, 
118, I-00161 Rome, Italy 
In this International Symposium, organized jointly by the Lessico Intellettuale 
Europe0 (Centro di Studio de1 Consiglio Nazionale delle Ricerche, Rome) and the 
G.-W.-Leibniz-Gesellschaft (Hannover) under the auspices of the Accademia Na- 
zionale dei Lincei, the mathematical and philosophical aspects of the problem of 
infinity in Leibniz’ works were discussed. In effect, in Leibniz’ works-as is 
typical of the greatest thinkers throughout the 17th century-science and philoso- 
phy are very closely connected. It thus seemed opportune that specialists of 
different fields should examine and discuss the problems attached to Leibniz’ 
concept of infinity, which is one of the key concepts in modern philosophical and 
scientific thought. 
On the first day the Symposium was held at the Palazzo Corsini, the seat of the 
Accademia dei Lincei. After a welcoming speech to the delegates given by Profes- 
sor F. Gabrieli, the President of the Accademia, the Symposium was inaugurated 
by Professor E. Garin, President of the Lessico Intellettuale Europe0 Scientific 
Committee, and Professor W. Totok, Secretary of the Leibniz-Gesellschaft. The 
keynote lecture, “La mathkmatisation leibnizienne de l’infini,” was given by 
Professor Y. Belaval (Paris). The following papers were read during the course of 
the first day: 
E. GIUSTI (Florence): Immagini de1 continua nell’opera di Leibniz 
J. ECHEVERRIA (San Sebastian): Infini et continu dans les fragments gComCtriques 
de Leibniz 
E. DE OLASO (Buenos Aires): Infinity and Geometry. The Challenge of Scepticism 
and Leibniz’s Response 
E. KNOBLOCH (Berlin): L’infini dans les mathematiques de Leibniz 
On the following two days the Symposium was held at the Villa Mirafiori, the 
seat of the Istituto di Filosofia, Universita “La Sapienza” (Rome), and of the 
Lessico Intellettuale Europeo. Two further papers dealt specifically with the 
mathematical aspects of Leibniz’ concept of infinity: 
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H. BREGER (Hannouer): Das Kontinuum bei Leibniz 
V. GOMEZ PIN (San Sebastian): Apories dans la theorie leibnizienne de l’infini a la 
lumiere des techniques non-standard 
Subsequently the philosophical aspects of Leibniz’ theory of infinity were ex- 
amined in the following papers: 
G. TOGNON (Rome): “Ad maiorem semper cultum”: Limiti e calcolabilita della 
perfezione umana 
G. MACDONALD Ross (Leeds): Are There Real Infinitesimals in Leibniz’ Meta- 
physics? 
M. MUGNAI (Florence): Infinite Analysis and Contingency in Leibniz: Some 
Problems Reconsidered 
A. LAMARRA (Rome): Leibniz on Locke on Infinity 
V. MATHIEU (Turin): L’infinito tra fisica e metafisica 
E. MELANDRI (Bologna): Infinita degli attributi e contingenza nella monadologia 
H. POSER (Berlin): Die Idee des Unendlichen und die Dinge 
H. SCHEPERS (Miinster): Welt, Ganzes und Unendliches in der Metaphysik von 
Leibniz. 
The proceedings were brought to a close by Professor T. Gregory, Director of 
the Lessico Intellettuale Europeo. During the Symposium Professor A. Robinet 
(Paris/Brussels) gave a public lecture entitled “Leibniz a Rome,” which was also 
attended by the delegates, on Friday, November 7. 
The proceedings will be published. 
Discussion Meeting: Newton’s Principia and Its Legacy 
Organized by D. G. King-Hele and A. R. Hall on behalf of the British 
National Committee for the History of Science, Medicine and Technology 
Carbon House Terrace, London, June 30, 1987 
The following lectures were delivered: 
A. R. Hall (London): Newtonianism after 300 years 
D. T. Whiteside (Cambridge): The evolution of the Principiu from 1684 to 
1687 
E. A. Fellmann (Base& Switzerland): The Principiu and continental mathe- 
maticians 
P. Casini (Rome, Italy): The Principiu and the philosphers of the Enlighten- 
ment 
